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‘Cradle’ rocks 
look’ out of 
top B.O* spot 

BY JOSEPH McBRIDE 


With its opening shake, Buena 
Vista’s psychotic-nanny thriller 
“The Hand That Rocks the Cra- 
dle” dethroned TriStar’s “Hook,” 
the national B.O. leader since its 
debut Dec. 10. 

Though the usual January slump 
set in, it was a moderately good 
weekend at the B.O. as the top 10 
titles scored $51,597,872, down 
4% from the noisy $53,804,654 
collected by the leaders at this time 
a year ago and off 26% from the 
previous New Year’s holiday week- 
end’s torrid $70, 1 42,590. 

Also arriving over the weekend 
was Universal’s cop comedy 
“Kuffs,” which locked up a re- 
spectable fifth. Going beyond 
showcases for the first time were 
Fox’s saga of LA angst, “Grand 
Canyon,” which was a boffo ninth 
in 364 neighborhoods, and 
MGM’s drug drama "Rush,” 
doing an uninspiring 15th in 528 
dens. 

“Hook,” like other family- 
rum to page 6 
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market films, had a sizable post- 
holiday dropoff (44%), while the 
smallest declines among holdovers 
in the top 1 0 were registered by two 
adult entries with especially strong 
word-of-mouth, Columbia’s “The 
Prince of Tides” (29%) and Warn- 
er Bros.’“|FK” (31%). 

The new B.O. champ, “The 
Hand That Rocks the Cradle,” 
broke a drought for Hollywood 
Pictures that had seen the newest 
Disney unit having a dismal 1991 
with clunkers “The Marrying 
Man.” “One Good Cop,” “V.I. 
Warshawski” and “Run,” none of 
which grossed more than $12.4 
million. 

"Cradle” averaged a tuneful 
$10,020 during its first sinister 
lullaby in 766 nurseries, coaxing in 
a chilling $7,675,01 6. 

"Hook” slipped from its previ- 
ous holiday-weekend $1 1.5 million 
to a still high-flying $6,423,900, 
while averaging $2,850 in 2,254 
clouds during its fifth dream. The 
34-day take is an imposing 
$90,746,145. 

"The Prince of Tides” rose from 
fourth to thir<j in its third soul- 
baring with a robust $6,033,617, 
revealing $4,144 per in 1,456 psy- 
ches (entering 44). In 19 days, the 
total B.O. is an insightful 
$40,055,779. 

“Father of the Bride” declined 
an acceptable 36% in its fourth ca- 
tering to a familial $5,779,516, or 
$3,509 per in 1,647 hotels (arriv- 
ing in 59), as it dropped from sec- 
ond to fourth. The 24-day total is a 
fine $5 1,306, 189. 

“Kuffs” nabbed $4,005 per in 
1,411 Bay areas during its lively 
$5,65 1,055 opening frisk. 

BV’s Disney animated sensation 
“Beauty and the Beast,” as previ- 
ously reported (Daily Variety, Jan. 
10, 13), on Friday broke the B.O. 
record for the first domestic re- 
lease of an animated film, previ- 
ously held by Disney’s 1989 “The 
Little Mermaid” with 
$84,355,863. 

“Beauty” now has $88,917,830 
under its belt after only 61 days in 
release. Over the weekend it fell 
45% while going from third to 
sixth, but painted a colorful 
$4,840,087 with 1,960 palettes 
(adding 20), for an average of 
$2,469. 

The assassination docudrama 
“JFK,” a media cause celebre well 
before its Dec. 20 opening, had a 
Turn to page 8 
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Boxofflce 

Release 

1 

_ 

The Hand That 










Rocks the Cradle (8V) 

7,675,016 

— 

10.020 

766 

- 

7,675,016 

3 

2 

1 

Hook (TriStar) 

6,423,900 

-44% 

2.850 

2,254 

2,254 

90,746,145 

34 

3 

4 

The Prince 










of Tides (Col) 

6,033,617 

-29% 

4.144 

1,456 

1,412 

40,055,779 

19 

4 

2 

Father 










of the Bride (BV) 

5,779,516 

-36% 

3.509 

1,647 

1,588 

51,306,189 

24 

5 

- 

Kuffs (U) 

5,651,055 

- 

4.005 

1,411 

- 

5,651,055 

3 

6 

3 

Beauty 










and the Beast (BV) 

4,840,087 

-45% 

2,469 

1,960 

1,940 

88,917,830 

61 

7 

6 

JFK(WB) 

4,722,417 

-31% 

3.992 

1,183 

1,164 

37,987,458 

24 

8 

5 

The Last 










Boy Scout (WB) 

3,880,772 

-45% 

2.229 

1,741 

1,823 

49,704,858 

31 

9 

32 

Grand Canyon (20th) 

3,410,127 

+4,662% 

9,368 

364 

2 

3,733,208 

19 

10 

7 

Bugsy (TriStar) 

3,181,365 

-41% 

2,539 

1,253 

1,245 

30,187,827 

31 

11 

8 

Star Trek VI: 










The Undiscovered Country (Par) 

2,812,455 

-40% 

1.745 

1,612 

2,147 

64,690,283 

38 

12 

9 

The Addams Family (Par) 

2,491,635 

-46% 

1,608 

1,550 

1,974 

101,770,958 

52 

13 

11 

Cape Fear (U) 

2,039,070 

-42% 

1.670 

1,221 

1,367 

68,813,892 

61 

14 

10 

My Girl (Col) 

1,940,289 

-49% 

1,291 

1,503 

1,690 

51,405,116 

47 

15 

23 

Rush(MGM) 

1,724,059 

+ 1,151% 

3,265 

528 

9 

2,304,730 

22 

16 

19 

Fried Green 










Tomatoes(U) 

561,395 

+185% 

16,040 

35 

9 

1,140,591 

19 

17 

12 

An AmericanTail: 










Fievel Goes West (U) 

505,155 

-54% 

595 

849 

1,360 

18,155,905 

52 

18 

36 

Naked Lunch (20th) 

296,754 

+367% 

5,819 

51 

5 

533,872 

17 

19 

13 

For the Boys (20th) 

284,026 

-60% 

736 

386 

719 

16,371,247 

52 

20 

14 

Little Man Tate (Orion) 

261,471 

-25% 

679 

385 

421 

24,005,623 

96 

21 

16 

The Fisher King (TriStar) 

193,248 

-32% 

671 

288 

313 

41,219,338 

115 

22 

17 

Black Robe (Goldwyn) 

188,267 

-30% 

1,127 

167 

189 

7,078,586 

101 

23 

15 

Necessary Roughness (Par) 

180,390 

-38% 

742 ' 

243 

317 

25,986,632 

108 

24 

18 

Madame Bovary (Goktoyn) 

153,221 

-35% 

2,891 

53 

53 

1,014,698 

19 • 

25 

20 

Deceived (BV) 

141,102 

-19% 

702 

201 

222 

28,550,471 

108 

26 

24 

Paradise (BV) 

114,306 

-9% 

710 

161 

162 

18,595,037 

117 

27 

22 

High Heels (Miramax) 

102,444 

-26% 

4,878 

21 

22 

690,700 

24 

. 28 

21 

MyOwn 










Private Idaho (Fine Line) 

98,684 

-31% 

1,645 

60 

54 

5,565,012 

106 

29 

25 

House Party 2 (New Line) 

95,013 

-21% 

792 

120 

119 

19,277,109 

82 

30 

29 

Europa, Europa (Orion Classics) 

78,412 

-10% 

3,016 

26 

21 

3,501,582 

199 

31 

27 

The People 










Under the Stairs (U) 

75,500 

-25% 

250 

302 

268 

21,911,645 

73 

32 

30 

Life Is Sweet (October Films) 

74,498 

-2% 

4,967 

15 

15 

661,646 

80 

33 

35 

Meeting Venus (WB) 

62,774 

-2% 

1,962 

32 

13 

791,565 

59 

34 

34 

The Double Life 










of Veronique (Miramax) 

57,330 

-12% 

3,185 

18 

18 

533,219 

50 

35 

26 

Ernest Scared Stupid (BV) 

52,466 

-53% 

525 

100 

165 

14,132,671 

94 

36 

33 

Rhapsody In August (Orion Classics) 

41,365 

-36% 

3,760 

11 

12 

253,831 

24 

37 

31 

At Play in the Fields 










of the Lord (U) 

37,140 

-49% 

2,653 

14 

16 

743,196 

38 

38 

43 

Until the End 










of the World (WB) 

33,387 

-5% 

8.347 

4 

4 

194,539 

19 

39 

40 

Antonia & Jane (Miramax) 

32,936 

-24% 

1,432 

23 

19 

665,604 

94 

40 

41 

Rambling Rose (New Line) 

28,282 

-26% 

628 

45 

46 

6,254,095 

115 

41 

37 

Prospero’s Books (Miramax) 

27,450 

-54% 

1,525 

18 

32 

1,423,740 

59 

42 

42 

The Inner Circle (Col) 

22,818 

-39% 

7,606 

3 

3 

165,271 

19 

43 

_ 

Hearts of Darkness: 










A Filmmaker’s Apocalypse (Triton) 

22,542 

- 

5,636 

4 

- 

273,045 

47 

44 

45 

The Rapture (Fine Line) 

18,080 

-27% 

753 

24 

23 

1,269,394 

101 

45 

47 

City of Hope (Goldwyn) 

17,019 

-10% 

1,309 

13 

15 

1,300,058 

94 

46 

50 

Hear My Song (Miramax) 

. 14,188 

+4% 

- 

1 

1 

61,193 

17 

47 

39 

The National Film Board of Canada’s 










Animation Festival (Expanded Ent.) 

12,427 

-76% 

4.142 

3 

11 

189,200 

19 

48 

46 

My Mother’s Castle (Orion Classics) 

11,888 

-44% 

1,189 

10 

13 

1,361,888 

171 

49 

49 

My Father’s Glory (Orion Classics) 

6,492 

-60% 

812 

8 

10 

1,638,942 

213 

50 

- 

MindWalk (Triton) 

3,405 

- 

851 

4 

- 

266,244 

94 
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The Hand 

That Rocks the Cradle (BV) 

1 

806,580 - 

1 

65 

_ 

1 

802,718 - 

1 

52 

— 

1 

372,344 

1 

41 

- 

Hook (TriStar) 

4 

536,582 -48% 

5 

95 

101 

4 

426,041 -50% 

5 

92 

90 

6 

245,533 -35% 

5 

82 

84 

The Prince of Tides (Col) 

3 

579,979 -46% 

3 

88 

88 

2 

649,982 -34% 

3 

87 

90 

4 

276,322 -34% 

3 

71 

71 

Father of the Bride (BV) 

5 

530,927 -44% 

4 

87 

88 

5 

412,804 -35% 

4 

69 

68 

2 

307,613 -35% 

4 

87 

87 

Kuffs(U) 

6 

510,634 

1 

72 

- 

9 

302,848 - 

1 

- 

- 

3 

290,505 - 

1 

65 

- 

Beauty and the Beast (BV) 

9 

360,579 -60% 

9 

80 

81 

10 

275,129 -40% 

9 

64 

67 

8 

187,291 -58% 

9 

82 

82 

JFK(WB) 

7 

509,107 -34% 

4 

82 

86 

7 

361,113 -29% 

4 

64 

64 

5 

248,493 -29% 

4 

55 

57 

The Last Boy Scout (WB) 

10 

262,433 -50% 

5 

82 

91 

8 

357,022 -42% 

5 

75 

81 

9 

164,302 -34% 

5 

76 

77 

Grand Canyon (20th) 

2 

700,672 

3 

69 

1 

3 

520,294 

3 

59 

1 

7 

211,242 

3 

18 

- 

Bugsy (TriStar) 

8 

380,184 -46% 

5 

83 

83 

6 

391,281 -37% 

5 

77 

80 

10 

149,293 -33% 

5 

62 

64 

Star Trek VI: 

The Undiscovered Country (Par) 

12 

221,229 -42% 

6 

79 

94 

14 

156,054 -34% 

6 

47 

73 

12 

109,306 -29% 

6 

65 

74 

The Addams Family (Par) 

14 

150,169 -45% 

8 

65 

91 

11 

192,212 -28% 

8 

63 

80 

13 

102,525 -35% 

8 

65 

75 

Cape Fear (U) 

15 

112,071 -46% 

9 

48 

68 

13 

156,099 -36% 

9 

50 

75 

14 

76,388 -35% 

9 

48 

60 

My Girl (Col) 

13 

150,624 -53% 

7 

72 

86 

16 

56,720 -50% 

7 

30 

62 

15 

66,756 -44% 

7 

57 

64 

Rush(MGM) 

11 

229,087 - 

3 

59 

4 

12 

180,503 - 

3 

35 

3 

11 

142,168 - 

3 

46 

- 

EDI reaions tracked are as follows: LOS ANGELES - About 1200 screens daily in California from San Luis Obispo and Bakersfield south, plus screens in Arizona and southern Nevada. NEW YORK 

— About 900 

screens daily in metropolitan New York, including parts of New Jersey and Connecticut. DALLAS - 

h = . . 

- About 1 200 screens daily in Texas and New Mexico. 
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strong post-holiday hold to an elo- 
quent $4,722,4 1 7 in its fourth ora- 
tion. While down a notch from 
sixth to seventh, the 189-minute 
film examined S3, 992 per in 1,183 
filing drawers (prying open 19), 
running its 24-day take to a vigor- 
ous$37,987,458. 

WB’s “The Last Boy Scout,” a 
solid market entry over the holi- 
days as the only major pic for the 
action crowd, is starting to run out 
of steam. Dropping 45% over the 
weekend, it tumbled from fifth to 
eighth with a faltering $3,880,772, 
or $2,229 per in 1,741 locker 
rooms (retiring from 82). But the 
31-day total is a rugged 
$49,704,858. 

"Grand Canyon,” expanding 
from its two N.Y. and L.A. screens 
to 364, soared from 32nd to ninth 
in its third meditation with a splen- 
did $3,4 1 0, 1 27 (up 4,662%), while 
averaging $9,368, second-best to 
“Cradle” among the top 10 titles. 


The Fox pic, which widens to about 
800 sites on Friday, has a 19-day 
totalof$3,733,208. 

The lOth-place movie was 
TriStar's "Bugsy," taking a sharp 
41% fall from seventh in its fifth 
impudent nicknaming to a tepid 
$3,181,365. Averaging $2,539 in 
1,253 clip joints (barging into 
eight), the gangster yarn advanced 
its 3 1 -day cumulative to an OK 
$30,187,827. 

Down in 1 5th, “Rush" didn’t 
live up to its title with a moderate 
$3,265 per as it went from nine to 
528 sites on a so-so total of 
$1,724,059. The 22-day B.O. is 
$2,304,730. 

Worthy of note as it sprouted 
from nine to 35 gardens, U’s 16th- 
place “Fried Green Tomatoes” av- 
eraged a juicy $16,040 per, har- 
vesting a succulent $561,395 (ris- 
ing 185%) and upping its 19-day 
total to $1,140,591. The comedy- 
drama goes wide Jan. 24. 


